Gastric cancer is the most common cancer in Korea and has overall survival rate of around 50%. Gastric cancer detected in early stage can be cured by endoscopic resection or less invasive surgical treatment and the subsequent prognosis is excellent. National cancer screening program for gastric cancer has been available for several years. The evaluation for efficacy of our screening strategy is strongly needed in terms of mortality reduction and cost-effectiveness. Accurate diagnosis and staging evaluation is important for proper management and prediction of a patient's prognosis. It is recommended to understand the advantages and limitations of currently available guidelines and diagnostic modalities. The 7th edition of gastric cancer staging system from AJCC may have significant effect on our knowledge and patient management. 
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